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Murray’s Bay Primary School receive A Helping Hand 

• Broadway Junior™ comes to Murray’s Bay 
• Music Theatre International, Australasia provides free musical to deserving school 

 

 
Photo(attached): Stuart Hendricks (left) MTI Australasia, Lisa Wilson and Theresa Wells from 
Murray’s Bay Primary School, and Emma Bishop, Broadway Junior™ Mentor. 
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Murray’s Bay Primary School will be given a helping hand from Music Theatre International 
(MTI), Australasia as the proud recipients of a free school musical production to be staged in 
2018.  

MTI Australasia, in partnership with AMICI Trust, Musical Theatre New Zealand and Junior 
Theatre New Zealand, presented the second annual “A Helping Hand: Free Musical 
Giveaway” in New Zealand.  

This year, Auckland – the home of the first annual Junior Theatre Celebration New Zealand 
(JTC NZ) – was selected as the region to receive this amazing offer.  

Murray’s Bay Primary School, is one of many schools in the region without a full-time arts 
program who were eligible to apply and were successfully selected. As part of their prize, 
school representatives Leon Jacobs, Lisa Wilson and Theresa Wells, were invited to attend the 
JTC NZ adjudication sessions and participate in Professional Development workshops. 

A Helping Hand provides the school with a free Broadway Junior™ Showkit™, which includes 
such resources as a full director's guide, piano score, full professionally recorded music 
backing tracks, student scripts, a production manual: everything the school will need to 
successfully stage their first ever musical theatre production.  



Additionally, MTI Australasia will provide them with full support throughout the production 
process, including interaction with Melbourne-based Stuart Hendricks, Managing Director of 
MTI Australasia and ongoing support from this year’s “A Helping Hand” program mentor: 
Auckland-based Broadway Junior Specialist, Emma Bishop.  

Bishop has spent the last 15years as a full-time educator and is currently the President of 
Drama NZ, the National Subject Association for Teachers of Drama in Education. She is an 
active member of the Music Theatre scene in New Zealand and is currently the Zone One 
Representative on the National Executive for Musical Theatre New Zealand. 

Stuart Hendricks was pleased to announce Murray’s Bay Primary School as this year’s 
recipient and welcome Emma Bishop as the program’s mentor.  

“We see music theatre as an essential part of education and through this program we hope 
to bring theatre to more schools and communities across New Zealand in the coming years.  

“We are looking forward to assisting Theresa and her students in staging Murray’s Bay Primary 
School’s first Broadway Junior™ show. Under the guidance and experience of Emma, the 
school will develop the toolbox they need to continue to perform and celebrate the arts, 
said Hendricks. 

In 2016 Ngati Toa School in Wellington were the first school selected as recipients of A 
Helping Hand. Under the passionate mentorship of Robert Dill, the school elected to stage 
DISNEY’S THE JUNGLE BOOK KIDS as their first foray into the world of Broadway Junior™. 

Theresa Wells, Head of Arts at Murray’s Bay Primary School is excited at the opportunity. 

"We are very privileged and honoured that our students and staff have been given the 
opportunity to work with such talented professionals. The development for all involved will be 
inspirational.  

“We were inspired by the performances we saw at the Junior Theatre Celebration and look 
forward to working with Emma and Stuart to stage our very own Broadway Junior 
production." 

For more information on A Helping Hand visit: www.nztheatrics.org.nz    

For the complete Broadway Junior catalogue visit: www.mtishows.com.au 

ENDS 

Notes to the editor: 

Broadway Junior™  

Broadway Junior™ shows have been adapted to 30-minute (KIDS) and 60-minute (JR) shows 
for young performers, first developed by New York's Freddie Gershon, Timothy Allen 
McDonald and Cindy Ripley.  The music is written in keys appropriate for developing voices 
and all shows can be expanded to accommodate as many performers as can fit on your 
stage. The collection started in 1996 with the first title, ANNIE JR and has now developed to 
involve numerous exciting titles including GUYS AND DOLLS JR, LEGALLY BLONDE JR, DISNEY’S 
THE LION KING (both KIDS and JR editions), DISNEY’S HE LITTLE MERMAID JR, SEUSSICAL (KIDS 
and JR), SHREK JR, INTO THE WOODS JR, with new titles constantly in development.  



Broadway Junior™ shows are developed by iTheatrics educators and made available for 
licensing in New Zealand by MTI Australasia and Hal Leonard Australia.   

• Since 1997 there has been over 70,000 Broadway Junior™ Productions around the 
world.  

• Since 2002 (when the collection was released in Australasia) there have been over 
2,500 productions around Australia and New Zealand. 

• In the year 2016 there have been over 60 Broadway Junior productions in New 
Zealand.  

• Broadway Junior™ productions have been staged all over the world that includes the 
USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South America, Asia and the UK.  

• The USA Junior Theatre Festival started in 2003 and since then has had over 20,000 
students attend. In 2016 5,000 kids were in attendance.  

• The first ever Junior Theatre Celebration New Zealand took place at Auckland Town 
Hall on 21 October 2017. Timothy Allen McDonald, Steven Kennedy, Marty Johnson 
and Cindy Ripley from iTheatrics in New York. 260 students across 10 groups were in 
attendance along with 30 teachers and directors. 

Junior Theatre Project: A Helping Hand 

Community connections are of great importance to Music Theatre International, Australasia. 
Through “A Helping Hand” MTI Australasia aims to establish meaningful connections between 
various industry corporations and schools and/or community theatre groups. This 
collaboration will enable these schools and theatre groups to produce musicals with and for 
the youth of the local community. 

Teachers and performing arts volunteers are all too familiar with being “time-poor” and 
seldom have the expertise to seek out these fruitful and often necessary partnerships. This is 
where MTI Australasia comes in (a little like Yenta, the Matchmaker in Fiddler on the Roof!) 
MTI Australasia will make introductions and provide support to these groups as needed.  Their 
belief is that the resulting partnerships will stimulate high quality, diverse arts activity across 
the region and ensure that all people involved will have opportunities to participate in and 
enjoy the arts. 

The Role of Musicals in Education 

"Putting on a school musical is not a frivolous thing. It's part of education. It requires 
imagination, creativity and inventiveness." Freddie Gershon, Chief Executive Officer, Music 
Theatre International (MTI). 

The process of putting on a show cultivates school spirit and generates community support.  
It helps students make intellectual connections across a variety of subjects.  Teachers can 
use the musical as context for teaching History, Science and English. Art, Music and Physical 
Education classes can be geared towards creating props, learning songs and practicing 
dance steps. 

 

Benefits to Students 

The success of musicals in schools may best be measured by the self-confidence, discipline, 
character, cooperation and self-esteem instilled in the children who have participated in the 
shows, as they master the diverse skills necessary to present a musical. 



Marked increases have been noted in student’s creativity, teamwork, leadership, 
responsibility and commitment. Involvement also helps students improve their time 
management, communication and interpersonal skills. 

Studies have shown that students involved in theatre develop better cognitive skills, exhibit 
higher self-esteem, build collaborative and social skills, display better study habits and 
consistently perform higher on tests.  

Emma Bishop Bio 

Emma was lucky enough to have been born into a theatrical family, with her first on stage 
performance being at age 3.  
 
Emma attended Otago University as a voice student of Honor McKellar but relocated to 
Nelson to attend performing arts school as it became apparent that musical theatre was her 
number one passion. 
 
Following this, she trained as a performing arts teacher specialising in Music and then went 
on to complete her Masters in Dance Education.  Emma has spent the last 15years as a full 
time educator and is currently the President of Drama NZ, the National Subject Association 
for Drama in Education 
 
Emma has been an active member of the Music Theatre scene in New Zealand and is 
currently the Zone One Representative for Musical Theatre New Zealand 
 
Emma has a vast experience in all facets of theatre including performing, directing, 
choreography, musical direction, vocal coaching, lighting design, set design, costume 
design, and marketing having received a total of 27 nominations for AMI now iTicket 
Showdown Awards including winning Best Costumes three times, Best Lighting, Best Sound 
Design, Best Set Design and Best Direction.  Emma has also received two NAPTA nominations 
for Costume Design. 
 
Emma's passion for Musical Theatre and its importance in education saw her appointed as 
the National Co-ordinator for The AMICI Trusts Junior Theatre NZ in 2015, and she is currently 
producing the inaugural Junior Theatre Celebration NZ to be held in Auckland in Oct 2017. 
 
Emma is also currently working as a Music Theatre Tutor for Ruske Performing Arts -RPA, 
Producing and Directing the 23rd National Tour for The Ugly Shakespeare Company and 
Associate Producing other events for He Waka Eke Noa Charitable Trust.    
 
Press contacts 

Emma Bishop 
AMICI Trust 
E-mail: emma@nztheatrics.org.nz  
Phone: 021 41 3662  
 
Maddie Smith 
Music Theatre International, Australasia  
E-mail: maddies@mtishows.com.au   
Phone: +61 3 9581 2222  
 


